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Introduction: Justin M. Shorb, Ph.D.
Director of Curriculum Innovation and Development

Curriculum Assessment, Design, Grant-Writing, Eye-Tracking 
Research, Multimodal Education, Online Textbook Design

Fields of Undergraduate Mentees: Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, Computer 
Science, Engineering, Dance, Creative Writing, Pre-Ophthalmology

Ed Tech: ChemEd DL, NSDL, Catalyst Education (LabFlow), LibreTexts

jshorb@libretexts.org
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The Faces of the LibreTexts Team

4
Benny the Owl
Director of Benefits

Plus all of the behind the 
scenes magic-makers!



LibreTexts → The LibreVerse 
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LibreTexts → The LibreVerse 
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           To Fully Replace 
for-profit publisher 
model, LibreTexts 

must be more than 
just OER Books.



Open Education Without the Profit
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● Finding a Replacement Textbook is not enough to 
avoid for-profit Education Materials

○ Ancillary Materials
○ Interactives
○ Course Management Tools
○ Homework and Assessment

■ Question Banks
■ Delivery
■ Security
■ Accessibility

● What was a wiki-based textbook… 
is now the LibreVerse



Getting Started: LibreTexts Launchpad 
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Rapid Growth and Expansion of the LibreVerse

9
08/2023 2024 2025

Jan

● Viewable through Conductor
View Analytics since 2023!

May June

July-Aug



October 2025: (Soft) Launch of Textbook Analytics
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To view this textbook 
(not the analytics)



2026: Campus Tools, Sustainability,
           & Accessibility
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Dept. of Justice Ruling: Accessibility of web-based materials 
must happen soon. 

Beyond Classroom Needs: Advanced support for analytics, 
accessibility reviews, administration for stakeholders

Professional Development: Training and Community for 
instructors and their support systems on campus. 
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Total Books: 3475
Biology: 203 Medicine: 179
Business: 237 Physics: 135
Chemistry: 523 Social Sciences: 605
Engineering: 144 Statistics: 90
Español: 16 Workforce: 133
Geosciences: 80
Humanities: 706
K-12: 22
Mathematics: 402

The LibreTexts Commons Catalog



Getting Started: LibreTexts Launchpad 
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Getting Started: LibreTexts Libraries 
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The language libraries are 
entire new LibreTexts Libraries 
of translated texts, not for 
second-language learning.



Getting Started: Foreign Language Libraries
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To access second-language learning 
taught to English learners, see the 
Humanities Library.

ESL is in Humanities
Library, however.

2026 is the Year of 
Donations to support 
translation efforts! 

https://donorbox.org/libretexts



Getting Started: LibreTexts Library Homepage

16



Publishing: Makes your book Public and Moves it 
from the Workbench to a Public Bookshelf

17Public Areas Unpublished



Getting Started: LibreTexts Libraries (cont.)
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Unverified



Back to the LibreTexts Launchpad 
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Back to the LibreTexts Launchpad 



The LibreTexts Commons Catalog
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The LibreTexts Commons Catalog
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Total Books: 3475
Biology: 203 Medicine: 179
Business: 237 Physics: 135
Chemistry: 523 Social Sciences: 605
Engineering: 144 Statistics: 90
Español: 16 Workforce: 133
Geosciences: 80
Humanities: 706
K-12: 22
Mathematics: 402

The LibreTexts Commons Catalog
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The LibreTexts Commons Catalog
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The LibreTexts Commons Catalog: Book Entries
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The LibreTexts Commons Catalog: Book Entries



The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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Not to be confused 
with our Swag Store!  
swagstore.libretexts.org



The LibreNet Consortium & Campus Commons
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Consortium Membership 
allows for more than 5 
custom/remixed 
textbooks and provides a 
Campus Commons for 
showcasing your OER 
efforts! 

Consortium Members 
also enjoy priority 
Support.

https://csn.commons.libretexts.org



Getting Started: LibreTexts Library Homepage
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Humanities Library → Bookshelf → Languages
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2026 is the Year of 
Donations to support 
translation efforts! 

https://donorbox.org/libretexts



Getting Started: LibreTexts Libraries (cont.)
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Unverified

Verified Instructors 
have access to some 
things that are in 
these hidden areas 
(like their 
unpublished books) 
but they are not 
visible.



Getting Started: LibreTexts Launchpad 
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Getting Started: Commons Homepage
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Getting Started: Commons Homepage
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Getting Started: Commons Homepage
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Getting Started: Books in the Commons 



Getting Started: Book Features in the Commons 
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The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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Not to be confused with our 
Swag Store!  swagstore.libretexts.org



The all NEW LibreTexts Bookstore
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Not to be confused 
with our 
Swag Store!  
swagstore.libretexts.org
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https://libretexts.org/librenetconsortium 

LibreTexts Community: The LibreNet Consortium

https://libretexts.org/librenetconsortium


Getting your class an OER Textbook…

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 
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Getting your class an OER Textbook…

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 
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Getting your class an OER Textbook…

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

46https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap 
Does not need to 
be LibreTexts!

https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap


Authoring or Adopting a Textbook

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 
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Getting your class an OER Textbook…

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

Three good ways to find materials in LibreTexts:

1. If you know your library and subject, go browse. 
2. If you know your library but not the level you want, 

search the library. 
3. If you are not sure the best library for your needs, 

google with “site:libretexts.org” to peruse all libraries. 
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Exercise 2.1: Finding at least one LibreTexts chapter

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

49https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap 
Does not need to be 
LibreTexts!

This time it does!

https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap


Getting Started: Commons Homepage
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Finding at least one LibreTexts chapter

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

51https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap 

https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap


Find page in LibreTexts specific to your course 
needs. 
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Try out your favorite search method (Google, ChatGPT, etc.) 
Hint: on Google, use “site:libretexts.org” or “site:bio.libretexts.org” when searching 
for specific content. 

Note: page names may be right 
even when numbers/links are not. 



Authoring or Adopting a Textbook

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 
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Other OER Resources & Open Technology
OER = Open Education Resources
Open Content → Can be re-used and 
modified (per the license). 

54

Contributed Textbooks, Textbook Maps,
Integrated/Harvested Books,
Custom Remixes



Open Pedagogy and Open Content: 
Mechanisms for Authoring & Incorporation

Development of content in the LibreTexts platform proceeds via five mechanisms operating in parallel:

● Mechanism 1: Student contribution from scratch (e.g., via extra credit)

● Mechanism 2: Student integration of existing content outside the LibreTexts platform 

from faculty and experts

● Mechanism 3: Faculty construction of raw content from scratch
● Mechanism 4: Faculty integration of existing content outside the LibreTexts platform 

from faculty and experts

● Mechanism 5: Faculty and student re-editing of content already existing on the LibreTexts 

(with permission)

55Collaborative Authoring of OER Material between faculty and students is Open Pedagogy



Getting your class an OER Textbook…

0.   Make a “Textbook Map” of your course

56https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap 
Does not need to 
be LibreTexts!

https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap


Authoring or Adopting a Textbook

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 
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Import Any Book into LMS in just a few clicks
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You can then add in links 
to other OER sources in 
Canvas, and continuously 
check on those links each 
semester for updates and 
broken links.



Authoring or Adopting a Textbook

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 

3. Where do I start? Remixing (you can use a book as is, but why?)
4. What do I do? Embed in LMS, Reader Views, Print, PDF
5. Remix & Fork Iteratively.
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The OER Remixer: 
Any existing content in any Library into a Custom Book
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Import Custom Book into LMS in just a few clicks
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Remixing is extremely 
easy and leaves open the 
quick option to edit or 
add a page when you 
want or have the 
capacity. You can even 
bring in other OER 
Materials.

Reduce Cognitive Load



Authoring or Adopting a Textbook

1. What do we already have? LibreTexts Commons
2. What else is out there? OER Books & Licensing
3. Where do I start? Formats, Harvesting, and Remixing
4. What do I do? LibreTexts Conductor
5. How do I Publish? 

3. Where do I start? Remixing (you can use a book as is, but why?)
4. What do I do? Embed in LMS, Reader Views, Print, PDF
5. Remix & Fork Iteratively.
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Exercise 2.3: Make a Conductor Project, an Empty Book, and 
include one chapter of material within LibreTexts.
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Add authors in “Manage Team”
Change Property to “Construction”

+ Create Book



Remix and Fork…
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Remix and Fork…
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LibreTexts has developed 

Paragraph-by-Paragraph 

author source attribution!



How to Stay Up-to-Date:
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● Read the Monthly Newsletter.
● Attend First Friday Features: 

● Subscribe to LibreTexts on YouTube.
https://youtube.com/libretexts 

● Follow us on Social Media & Share.
@libretexts on all social media

● Attend LibreFest (it’s free!)
● Volunteer! info@libretexts.org 

https://youtube.com/libretexts
mailto:info@libretexts.org


Extra Slides
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● Walk-through getting a LibreOne Verified Account
○ We will verify you today.

● If you already have one, or are finished, begin to fill out your 
Textbook Map to be prepared for the Intermediate Session.
https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap 

Sign-up for a Verified Instructor Acct.

https://visit.libretexts.org/coursemap


Creating an Account: one.libretexts.org/register 
Step 1: Choose how you want to log in
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Use your 
LMS e-mail



Step 2: Confirm Your Email
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Step 3: Enter Your Prefered Name 
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Step 4: Choose Your Role
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Step 5: Tell Us More About Your Role
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Instructional Team: Teaching 
Faculty, Librarians, Instructional 
Designers, Tech Teams

Other roles are more restricted for 
FERPA reasons, suitable for student 
workers in some situations. 



Step 6: About Your Institution 
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Step 7: Timezone
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Step 8: Registration Complete
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Step 10: Instructor Profile 
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Accounts are verified by hand by one of our 4 members of 
the leadership team. Be sure this is a URL that is publicly 
available and preferably has your e-mail address shown.

Explain here any other info that can help us to verify you are 
an instructor. If you have a clear faculty/staff profile link 
above, additional info is not needed.  



Step 11: Account Verification Pending 
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For those attending live, 
drop your e-mail in the chat 
box and we will verify you 
immediately at this 
workshop.


