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Alumni in the News

Kuboyama is busy making ukuleles

In 1957 Kazukiyo “Jiggs”ds he prefers to be  Fiveyears ago, wit! e

called Kuboyama earned a bachelor of sciencaore time on his hand

degree in industrial education from Stout StatKkuboyama begarj : -

College. After graduation from Stout, Kazukiyoteaching adults how ‘i)_* i’ .'3 n iy '

returned to Oahu and began his teaching carearake ukuleles. Thg 4 i

His firstassignment was at Waianae High Schoalassroom is housed i u!

as a wood shop teacher. It was there he firkis garage and is a—

began to “fool around with making ukuleles, labor of love” for him. ¥

and after his students asked him to teach theide never charges fo

Kuboyama began to look at the entire process. léssons. The stude

tried to make them like the professionals, but ppays only for the cost(uboyama

didn’t work,” he said. “| started experimentingof materials which runs about $65. “My mothe

more, and it came to me. Why couldn’t | combin@lways said that when you do something good f

the neck and side pieces using a mold—some péople, don’'t expect any reward because seei

the old principals | had learned while at Stout.that a person is happy is the best reward of al
Kuboyama was then transferred to KalanKuboyama said. “I believe that.”

\

High where he set up the shop program. Five Kuboyama estimates he has taught more tha

years later, he left Kalani to teach at Honolul®00 people to make ukuleles. He receives mo
Community College. During these years anthan 50 calls a month from people interested
after hisretirementin 1986, Kuboyama perfectedttending his classes. “Fifty ask and | might taki
his skills at ukulele-making. five,” he said.

Stoehrs sell business to
National Geographic

William '70 and Mary KayMerkowitz Stoehr
'71 began producing Trails lllustrated topographi
maps in their basement 11 years ago. Today they
have a three-story office building and have
recently sold their business to Nationa
Geographic. Based in Evergreen, Colo., Trails
lllustrated is an award-winning publisher of up-
to-date maps of national parks, national fores{s
and other public lands as well as adventure tray
locations around the world. According to Joh
Fahey Jr., president of National Geographif
Ventures, “As we start to expand our presence
the cartographic marketplace, we could not ha
made a better match than with the nationall

recognized leader of these premier recreatio William and Mary Kay Stoehr
maps.” The Stoehrs continue to manage Trails'

lllustrated as manager directors of NationaManagementandU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service.
Trails lllustrated maps have received several

Geographic’s Colorado operations.
Inadditionto his responsibilities with Nationalnational awards, including the National
Geographic, William was the president of théAssociation for Interpretations’ Interpretive
International Map Trade Association representinyledia Award.
publishers, educators, software publishers, The Stoehrs travel extensively and enjo
equipment manufacturers, distributors, retatiking, skiing, backpacking, mountain biking,
dealers and government agencies from mogga kayaking and fly fishing. They have travele
than 54 countries. Inthis capacity, he has traveled length in Alaska where they have spent two {
around the world to address conferences iiour weeks each year for the last nine years (
Australia, Ireland, the Netherlands and Englananajor backpacking and sea kayaking trips. The
He is founding co-chair of the Americanhave traveled to all 50 states and to Chin
Discovery Trail Society and is currently a truste@ustralia, Great Britain, Ireland, France, Belgium

of Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado. He has als@ermany, the Netherlands, Canada, Mexico, thd

served on the board of directors of the AmericaGaribbean and Hong Kong. Upcoming Nationa
Hiking Society as chair of the advisory councilGeographic assignments will take the Stoehrs
Mary Kay is president of the board of BigAfrica, Asia and South America.
City Mountaineers, a national wilderness Bill received a B.S. degree in industrial
experience program for inner-city, at-risk teengechnology from Stout in 1970 and was captai
She is past president of the Rocky Mountaiofthe track team. Mary Kay earned a B.S. degre
Nature Association, a nonprofit group thain home economics in 1971. Both received th
publishes books, posters and educational itemdgiedallion Award, the university’s highest
operates more than 60 retail outlets; and condugjgaduation honor.
educational seminars for the benefit of Rocky Prior to the topographic map business, Bil
Mountain National Park and its visitors. Maryworked for two major electrical equipment|
Kay is currently on the board of directors of thenanufacturers in a variety of positions an
Rocky Mountain National Park Associates. ultimately became responsible for all factory
Together, Mary Kay and Bill have researchedperations. Mary Kay taught junior high and
and written two best-selling guidebooks andhen became a technical editor and author f
several articles for regional and nationalnterweave Press and Handwoven Magazine.
publications. The Stoehrs were recently honoretiis capacity, she designed and produced awal
as national recipients of Leave No Trace Inc.'svinning, high-fashion, hand-woven garments
first annual Partnership Award presented iontributed articles to the magazine, edite
cooperation with the National Park Servicesubmitted articles and helped coordinate editori
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U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Bureau of Landdirection.
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r Me

started work at IBM, | was often the only female present at meeti
Rather than feel like a minority, I'd already learned to be consider
an equal. Since | was a packaging engineering major, | was fairly

we did with corrugated and other packaging materials was mosth

in writing specifications for suppliers’ packaging. | would also add t
you can never have too much drafting experience! Sixteen years ag

having a speech minor, although | don't think | appreciated it at|th

time. Giving speeches of all kinds not only gave me experience |i
speaking but built my self-confidence. This is a highly transferablefand

valuable skill. Thank you Mike Nicolai! Out here in California, people
are not familiar with the UW System, so | usually have to give the
little geography lesson.€. Madison vs. Menomonjéut that's the
least | can do. I'm proud to be a Stout alumna!”

Donna Fain Brown '81

“As an industrial education teacher, principal and superintendent
spent 30 years in public education. In my new career, | now supe
student teachers. All of this experience has given me the opportuniity
see firsthand the results of teacher preparation programs, and Sto

secondto none. As a graduate and in my first year of teaching, | felfve

well prepared. | was confident and dedicated to my profession.
Stout believing that teaching was not a job or a career but a calling.
a part of this calling, | knew | was expected to teach well and
whatever it takes for students, but | was also expected to be proud
fact that | was prepared to reach students others could not. As | t
| tried to attract students to teaching and to Stout. This seemed nat
because | knew how well prepared | was, and surely Stout could do
same for others. Finally, | have spent many years observing, evaluati
coaching and collaborating with teachers who were products of mal
universities. | can honestly say again that Stout is second to nong.

James Naylor '65

“Utilizing the knowledge, skills and attitudes that | developed withi
the Stout course work and, beyond those classes, with extracurri
activities, | truly believe | live more graciously within my moneta

the

ught,

ral
he
ng,
ny

and better planned meals can be attributed to Dorothy Knutson Trais
as she taught meal management (and I'm still learning from her thr
membership in the Madison Phi Upsilon Omicron alumni group). L
of history and art appreciation were encouraged in classes witl

Omicron plus working in the library and as a dormitory resid
assistant helped to develop my “people” skills. Mary Killian, a$

an individual and an entire organization. All of these facets have
me more employable as ateacher, food demonstrator, project coordi
consultant, workshop planner and presenter.”

Katchen Kubitz Ringelstetter '60
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e Alums publish books
[<'O b l [’/ (’ O ’ House publishes fourth cookbook

In addition to its corporate headquarters in “Althoughwe nolongerrecruitoncampus,” Deanna Howell House '61 recently publishedpeaking to community group
Kohler, Wis., Kohler Co. has 43 other propertiesieppner continued, “the strong reIationshiEs the fourth cookbook in her “House Specialties’she shares her positive livi

from Chinato France. Kohler is diverse in bottwe have with the Stout placement office, along series House Specialities Encordsliows the philosophy as she communica
products and services offered. with the advantages of electronic postings, same formula used in her first three cookbooks dtirough food.

The American Club, Wisconsin’s only Five allow us to maintain a presence on campus anc{asty, easy to prepare recipes which use A native of rural souther
Diamond Resort/Hotel, is one of Kohler'sto advertise specific job openings and gene fa'ingredients most cooks have on hand. Th@isconsin, House hasspentm
most recognized entities. Voted by readers dfiring needs.” cookbooks feature eye-catching graphic desigof her adult life in southwes .
Conde Nast Travelers one of the top fourgolf  Last September Chancellor Charles W. chapter titles, menus, food gift ideas and Michigan. After living in House
resorts in the world, the American Club is hosBorensen had an opportunity to meetwith 24 of complete cross-reference index. Portage, Mich., for 19 years, she and her husband,
of the 1998 U.S. Women’s Open Championthe 47 Stout alumni employed by Kohler Co.Jat  House is a freelance food writer regularlyGeorge, now live in Ada near Grand Rapids,
ship. Also located in Wisconsin is the Kohlerits Wisconsin plant. Sorensen provided Bn readinthe Kalamazoo Gazette, The Grand Rapititich.
Design Center, a 36,000 square-foot showcasg@date on the state of the university along with press and the Country Folk Art magazine. She House's professional affiliations include

exploring dramatic design ideas in the kitchea question and answer session. has taught junior high, senior high and adulmembership in the American Association of
and the bath. _ - Tom Schoemer '63, sta home economics education classes. Family and Consumer Sciences, the Michigan
New markets, technologies and desigengineer at  Kohler “Enthusiastic teaching makes learning fun’Association of Family and Consumer Sciencgs,

resources were brought to Kohler with theommented on the educati
purchase in the mid-1980s of two of the fineshe received at Stout. “I
companies in the home furnishings industryaddition to the technical aspe
Baker, Knapp & Tubbs Inc., and McGuireof my education at Stout,
Furniture. These are just a sampling of Kohleaicquired an appreciation of t
Co. holdings. manufacturing industry, anddchoemer

Over the years, Stout’s placement servicdearned diligence in the pursuit “Lee” Novy Jackson's goal inwriting a textbook.company, Images Unlimited, a 1
office has developed a professional relationshipf my degree which later carried on into My gpa\wanted to introduce her students to the mapuyblished the fitness guide a
with Kohler Co. Herb Heppner, senior recruitecareer in the industrial and manufacturing career opportunities available in family ancher first cookbookFrom The
for Kohler Co., said, “Most of the Stout engineering areas here at Kohler Co. Whegn | consumer sciences. However, her textbookpple Orchard — Recipes f
graduates working at Kohler Co. hold majorstarted at Stoutinindustrial education, | learredincludes much more than a summary of careefmple Lovers Her love of thel

in technical disciplines and are working inthe value of learning by doing and the practical in the field. It offers guidelines for developingorchard and all things “apple

technical positions. It is important for aside oftechnical education which | carried with job skills to achieve success in any field as wefirompted her to write her secoiakson -

manufacturer like Kohler Co. to have aresourcame when | changed to the industrial technolgdgy as helping students make career choices cookbook about applesApples, Apples

continues to be one of House’s favorite mottos he National Press Women and Michigan Press
Whether she is teaching an adult education clasd/omen. She currently serves on the board of the
presenting a workshop for 4-H members oBtout University Foundation.

Jackson writes family and consumer sciences career text
Expanding career options for studentswas Leosdne started her publishi

>

like Stout that develops young talent foprogram and on into my job at Kohler Co.” Her textbook, titledCareersin Focus - Family Everywhere—Favorite Recipes From America’s
chal_lengc_es in the eve_r-crlanglng disciplines of and Consumer Sciengesas released in mid- Orchardswas published in 1996.
engineering and design. 1997 by Goodheart-Wilcox, a leading publisher After graduating from Stout in 1957 with a

of family and consumer sciences and industriddachelor’s degree in home economics education,
technology materials. The book discusses theee taught in Wisconsin for two years. Her
skills that employers feel are basic to success husband, Peter, is also a Stout graduate who
the workplace. Itis afull-color text with objectives,earned both a bachelor's and master’s degreg in
summaries, review questions and suggest@adustrial education in 1959. They moved o
activities. Selected careers in family and consumafissouri where Pete began his 33-year career in
sciences are identified in business, education atite department of technology at Northwest
communication, human services, science andissouri State University, Maryville. He taught
technology, the arts, and entrepreneurship.  and served as chairman of the department and as

“To me, the most interesting sections to writeiniversity administrator before retiring in 1992.
about,” reports Jackson, “were the profiles oLee taught at Maryville R-II High School fo
various persons describing their work in thenore than 23 years. She received her mastgr's
family and consumer sciences field. | thinkdegree from Northwest Missouri State University.
students will really be able to relate to their Lee and Pete live in Maryville, Mo., and
stories and the photos of actual persons workirgpend summers at their cabin in northern
in their careers.” Minnesota. They are the parents of two sopns.

This is not Lee’s first venture into publishingSteve is a physician in family practice in
as she has self-published two cookbooks andMarblehead, Ohio, and Tomis a branch manager
guide to nutrition and physical fitness. In 1982f a bank in the Kansas City area.

Kohler employees who are also Stout graduates met with Ch. llor Charles W. Sorensen.

“Service” is Vande Berg’'s middle name

In 1970 Steve Vande Berg MS '75 became paktande Berg has been a leader in the developmanbre women business travelers. Thirty years aio
owner of the family business, the Holiday Manoof major changes which include thethey were pretty much nonexistent.”
Best Western, which his father opened iimplementation of astrategic planin 1997, anew Vande Berg also commented on one of t
Menomonie in 1963. Little did he know thislogo, a new reservation system, a new designarked differences between European arfg
small family business would take him to placeprogram, and a global quality control assurancgtateside hotels. “Europe puts more emphasis
like Poland, New Zealand, Australia, Holland program. “I’'m quite proud of that,” he said, “asfood,” he said. “Other than that, it's pretty muc
Switzerland and Germanyuét a few of the Best Western was the first hotel chain to gthe same worldwide. Service is the number orje
countries he has visitgdAnd not only did herun global.” issue regardless of where you are.”
the motel, he also became part of UW-Stout's When asked for one comment to sum up his Although no longer teaching at UW-Stout
faculty, teaching institutional food purchasingexperiences onthe International Board, he statedande Berg has continued his involvement witl
from 1972-1987. “It's such a small world today and this has beethe university. Currently, he is serving on thg
Not one to sit still, Vande Berg also becama fantastic experience, one | will always treasuré&tout University Foundation Board of Directorg
actively involved with the Wisconsin Innkeeperl cherish those relationships | was able tghaving also served from 1986-192d is a
Associationinthe early '70s, serving as presidefevelop.” member of the Blue Devil Boosters. He servefli
in 1985. As to the changes he has witnessed in his 2fh the pre-college programin 1994 and was chaif -
In 1991 he became more involved with Besyears in the business, Vande Berg commentedf the “Toward Century II” capital campaign
Western International. Since that time, he ha$eople are looking for different experiencesfrom 1985-1986. He was the recipient of UW
held several positions on the board of directonsiore amenities, and properties that are moigtout’s Distinguished Athletic Service Award in
and recently retired as chairman of the boardustomer friendly. There is a higher importancé992.
During histenure with Best Western Internationabn security now than in the past, and there are Vande Berg
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