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Relief stint brings rewards

Sheryl Gruber BS '92 step was finding a project that matched my skilzegetables must be bought. This was the part
Upon graduating from UW-Stout in 1992 with asetand country preference. The process occurréiase camp that amazed me the most, the amount
B.S. in General Business Administration, | wa®ver a span of a few months, and then theommerce that was conducted. The refuge
fully prepared to begin a “respectable” career. ‘Iperfect” position was located. | would be goinghave been inthe camps for two years, so Mugun
began a job with a large computer consultingp La Paz, Bolivia, to be the small businesss basically a city. There were people lining thq
firm in Milwaukee, and | was able to wear a suitlevelopment coordinator. | was ready to begifiroads” with food for sale, plus just about anything
and carry a briefcase. This was the life | hadhy process of support raising (all FHone couldwant, including hand-stitched Chicag
always planned! Well, after two years of sittingdevelopment volunteers need to raise their owBulls jackets!
at a desk and looking at a computer screen fihancial support), when | received a phone call Our team carried out two main programs i
begantofeelalittle pull to try something differentfrom the FH relief coordinator. the camp. | was responsible for the one titled ) . .
| contemplated what | truly wanted and realized “Would you like to spend the next six monthsSocial Services. In our “zone” of 50,000 people, I believe that if communities
that my desire lay in helping people in thirdworkingin Africainthe Rwandanrefugee campsve provided assistance to the especially  are encouraged to work together
world countries. | was not exactly sure how lof Zaire before going to Bolivia?” he asked mevulnerable refugees, handicapped, chronically and know one another
would do this, but | quit my job and began“Well, uh......sure!'” was the reply that escapedsick, widows, and some children. We conducted !
pursuing options. from my mouth.. The thought of doing a reliefclasses for the children on hygiene, first-aid, there is hope for a more peaceful future.
After much research, | found an organizatioproject had never even crossed my mind, butwriting, English and the Bible. For the adults, we Gruber
called Food For the Hungri#fl). FH is a fairly heard myself saying that | would love thetaughtdifferentskills, such as howto make shoes
small Christian relief and developmentexperience and that | could leave in two weeksfrom old tires and how to make cooking potsind the power of God — which are the only
organization with programs all over the world. | What | saw when | arrived there was beyondrom used tins. Our building served as a type dhings that keep the refugees going. It is hard to
learned that being a relief and developmerdescription. Ourteamworked in Mugunga Campcommunity center where people could come anaredict what will happen in the future for thege
organization means that they have shorter termhich is home to about 150,000 Rwandarsocialize and be in a positive environment for people. The most recent reports say that the
relief projects, which are started because of sommefugees. The camp is about a mile and a haléw hours of the day. camps are beginning to be shut down by the
type of disaster that occurs in the world, as weiquare in size. The refugees live in houses The otherprogram, called ChildWINS, servegjovernment of Zaire. If the Rwandans are ablg to
as long-term, grass-roots development projectéblindes,” as they are callefimade out of a as a catalyst to bring children together with thejppeacefully return home, it would be a cause for
| was drawn to the development side of théarge piece of plastic given to them by the Unitedamilies. During the war and the mass exodus dfue celebration. When talking with the refugees,
organization. | also found out that Food for théNations and framed up with wooden poles. Thé&wandans from their homeland in 1994, mantheir most common request was for our thoughts
Hungry is a misnomer. They are no longer in thpoles are really just young trees that the refugeehildren became separated from their familynd our prayers, not a lot to ask from people who
business of food distribution per se. Their currerttave chopped from near-by forests. The grounthembers. There are four refugee camps just likeve been through so much.
projects help people to help themselves providef the camp is basically all lava ro¢ké areais Mugunga along the border, so it is possible that As for me, | am still planning to pursue my
food and necessities for their families througlvolcanic, so much of the ground is either lavachildren could have ended up in a different placeriginal path. Being in a relief situation furthgr
projects which focus on strengtheningock or lush grasses and trgesnd it is not than their family. With the help of Rwandanstrengthened my belief in development work gs
communities. They also help to provide life-uncommon to see people walking barefootstaff, the FH program has helped to reunite mowe means to possibly avoid such conflicts frgm
sustaining spiritual “food.” They call it the “two Cooking is done over open fires, in a tin pothan 10,000 of these children with a familyoccurring in the future. | believe that if
hungers” approach. provided by the UN. The refugees are given anember. communities are encouraged to work together
| attended an FH training in January 1995weekly ration of food which consists of corn-soy ~ The time | spentin Zaire was one of the mosind know one another, there is hope for a mpre
and | was ready to make a commitment. The nefour, rice, beans, oil and salt. Any fruits orrewarding of my life. | learned the power of hopgeaceful future.

Landis dyes cotton for Donahue’s rug Woodbury University

Wendy Merry Dunn County News

Lately when Tracy Lea Landis makes purchases at the -@ndis has a bachelor's degree in clothing, textilewelcomes Nlelsen as pr35|dent

«ppjr@nd design from UW-Stout, with minors in art and . .
Business. In July 1996, Kenneth R. Nielsen was appointed by

“As a Stout graduate, I've studied a lot aboutBoard of Trustees as president of Woodbury University
¢ Nielsen succeeds the outgoing president, Paul E. Sago,
k@nnounced his retirement earlier this year.

Nielsen, guidance and counseling MS'67, continues
“The more systems | develop, the more roo add to his credit of 28 years of leadership experiencg

| have to be inspired and relaxed,” Landis said igher education. He considers his broad knowledgs
Landis started dyeing as an ljndergraduatgducation administration to be one of his greatest streng

when someone asked herto dye some clothing “l_Jr}iversities need leaders whc_n are _v_isionari
for them. Shortly after that project began,admlnlst_rators and spokespersons, in ado!mon to =‘
X she noticed a stack of white berets at theacademlc scholars and successful fund-raisers,” Nie
i Goodwill. Using a coloring process said. “l am prepared to deal with the realities of our tim@gelson
similar to tie-dyeing, Landis created Changgs in funding sources, declining enroliments, f@scal
the Zen Warrior hats. constraints and other critical issues must be assessed in order to prepare for thefuture.
% Shenowordersthe beretsfromthe  Nielsen’s academic and professional training emphasizes psychology and
J czech Republic, and the dyed haltsadministration. He earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsix\, and
sell from Ohio to the West Coast. a doctorate in counseling psychology and guidance from the University of Wyoming.
. Locally the Zen Warrior hats are Prior to acgepting the; position at Woodbury, Niglsen ser'ved.as .pre.siden.t of the
'/ available at Dunn County Pottery in College of Saint Ma_ry in Omaha, Neb., a Cathollc teaching |nst_|tut|on W|_tr an
Downsville. Northern Outfitters in enroliment of approximately 1,200 students. Saint Mary’s professionally orignted
Menomoni,e and Truckers Union academic program is similar to Woodbury’s emphasis on career-focused degree
in Eau Claire. programs in business, design, and the arts and sciences. In addition, both instjtutions
“They are art to wear,” S€TV€ the non-traditional student population through evening and weekend degree

" Landis said, “This is my bread Programs. _ _ _ _ . .
kd and butter project.” Born in Racine, Wis., the 54-year-old president is married and has five children.
V45

: Woodbury University is one of the three oldest private institutions in Southern

g | From there, Landis e . : .
.‘/“ _ﬁbegan dyeing other clothing California. After more than 100 years in downtown Los Angeles, the university mpved
- . items, and she continues to dye toareS|deqt|aI ca'mpuslnrl?urb;nk. \éVO(r)]dtl)ury’San accrfedltecri], nonhprtl)flt,flnderr]).e dent,

#~ the hats. She’s also dyed wool non—sect_arlan umversﬂyt atoffersbachelors’ degrees romt e schools of Archit ctL_Jre
and Design, Business and Management, and Arts and Sciences. The master of business
administration degree is also offered. The university’s Weekend College and Evening
College programs offer the full bachelor's degree in business, psychology and
management, facility planning and management, and the M.B.A. on weekend and
evening schedules for working adults.

local coffee shop, she’ll say she’s spending
money.”

That Phil is none other than Phil Donahue, and ) ; ; N e
Landis is dyeing cotton that will be woven into a rjfg@m industrial operations and apply that,” Landis sai

for Donahue and his wife, Marlo Thomas. She’s_dev&_eloped aseries Of_ systems to mal
y sure a project is completed on time.

of Stockholm. Wise designed a similar rug
years ago for the Donahues.

There’s a lot of pressure to get the e
colors for the rug. Before Landis was seleg
for the job, she sent in color samples to
approved by the interior decorator.

“Marlo’s known to be particular abo
color,” Landis said. “That makes it vel
stressful. And we all want to make Marlo g
Phil happy.”

Landis is dyeing 45 pounds of cotton in ni
colors for the rug. The 100 percent cott
material is “recycled” hospital sheets.

Landis draws on almost 10 years of experie
in dyeing, and she strives for absolute accurad
her colors. If the color is too light, it can be d
darker.

“If it's too dark, it can't be
corrected,” Landis continuedjs
“and the material is then waste

Landis has had a love f
color since she was a little girl. . ‘fﬁ-'-'-.- .

“l used to look at the colors= Foom W
that Mother Nature combinegk e } vy
and just look at it,” she said. °
recently realized that | getalot
satisfaction making those colo!

happen.” Ay E -“’\

Landis

o

and silk for wall hangings.

A “I grewto love it, and | got good at
;" it,” she said. “I enjoy color, and that keeps me
" going. | think that's probably pretty rare.”
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