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But that year, in 
addition to all the 
other first-week 

activities, students were 
issued laptops. Looking back 
over all the new experiences 
we went through that week, 
the most impressive event 
was acquiring our laptops.

I had been looking forward to 
having my own laptop since 
I learned about the program 
after applying to UW-Stout in 
September 2001. It meant I 
could take notes more quickly 
in class, do my homework 
from the comfort of my room 
and, much to the chagrin 
of my professors, instant 
message my dorm mates 
and friends back home. 

As one of the black sheep 
who was issued an Apple 

iBook instead of 
a PC, I was a little 
apprehensive. 
I was not an 
art student 
designated 
to receive an 
Apple, but rather 
a technical 
communication 
student. As 
a technical 

communications student, 
I was in few classes with 
fellow iBook students, and 
that proved to be diffi cult. 
Professors who encouraged 
laptop use in their classrooms 
oftentimes only knew how 

Orientation week in August 2002, 

my fi rst year at UW-Stout, was a busy 

time for freshmen. There were the 

usual meetings with roommates and 

fl oor mates, unpacking, fi nding the 

dining hall, and memorizing names and 

locations of all the buildings on campus. 

An Early e-Scholar’s Refl ections 
on the Program’s Impact 
Essay by Katie Tripan ’06
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One of the skills I put on my resume, and of which I am 
most proud, is the fact that I can work across platforms.

to help students with PCs. 
They could answer few, if any, 
questions about Apples.

Having an entire community 
of laptop students, however, 
was a defi nite plus those 
fi rst couple of weeks. We 
were all adjusting to the 
very same technology (and 
consequently, carrying around 
the very same backpacks), 
and everyone was willing to 
help when you had questions, 
which made the adjustment 
much easier than if we had 
relied on tech support alone. 

The professors I had that 
freshman year, and most 
defi nitely the professors I 
had the following years in my 
program, used the laptops 
during class periods. I fast 
became one of the students 
who brought her laptop to 
class on a daily basis. 

I found I was using my 
laptop for a lot of different 
purposes. For example, I 
posted to message boards in 
class, downloaded assigned 
articles (saving on paper and 
printing costs), sent e-mails 
to classmates and professors, 
created and gave in-class 
PowerPoint presentations, 
and sent fi les of class 
projects to classmates, 
professors, and even clients. 

During lectures, my fellow 
classmates and I would 
use our laptops to follow 

along. We would pull up the 
PowerPoint or the Web site 
our professor was covering, 
and switch back and forth 
between program windows to 
simultaneously take notes. 
Oftentimes, I would research 
topics we were discussing 
in class for my own further 
reading or clarifi cation. 

During my four years at 
Stout, the issue of having 
different platforms never 
disappeared on campus. 
Although it was originally 
a hassle, the problem 
managed to transform itself 
into an important learning 
experience and invaluable 
career asset for me and 
other students. All students, 
even those taking major-
specifi c courses (in which, 
hypothetically, students should 
have the same platform), 
had to learn how to deal 
with classmates operating 
on a different platform. 

Specifi cally, in my technical 
communication courses, there 
were many upperclassmen 
who were not a part of the 
laptop program. Although 

many of them did purchase 
their own laptops, the 
majority chose PCs over the 
Apple platform. As a result, 
I learned to be conscious 
when working on group 
projects to ensure shared 
information is accessible in a 
cross-platform environment. 

Many people enter the work 
force with experience in only 
one platform. When they 
are required to work in an 
unfamiliar platform, they 
often require additional 
training, which costs their 
company time and money.   

The ability of students who 
graduate from Stout in the 
laptop program to work 
with both PCs and Macs is 
impressive to employers. For 
instance, when confronted 

with a situation in which 
they have a presentation 
prepared on a Mac, but all 
the presentation equipment 
and attendee computers are 
using the PC platform, Stout 
graduates will know how to 
deal with this. They have 
had experience presenting 
their information in such a 

way that people with both 
Macs and PCs can use it.

One of the skills I put on my 
resume, and of which I am 
most proud, is the fact that I 
can work across platforms. I 
am able to say to an employer, 

“My Stout experience in the 
laptop program allowed 
me to create Web sites, 
make presentations, create 
documentation and design 
graphics, and I am able 
to do all of this on a Mac 
or PC.” I believe that kind 
of versatility puts me one 
step ahead of many other 
candidates for a position.

For more information on the 
e-Scholar program, visit
www.uwstout.edu/es
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